WHAT DOES
Al HAVE TO SAY?

As some continue to paint Nebraska’s Public
Schools in a negative light with headlines about
denied transfers for students with disabilities,
rising property taxes despite tax caps, declining
literacy, school choice debates, and falling scores
and standards, we asked Al a simple question:
What'’s really happening?

“TELL ME ABOUT PUBLIC EDUCATION IN NEBRASKA"

“Nebraska has a widely respected public education
system that serves students across a mix of large urban
districts, small towns, and rural communities.”

"Strong Local Control:
Nebraska has a tradition of local governance.
School boards play a significant role
in decisions about budgets, curriculum implementation,
facilities, and personnel, while still meeting state
requirements.”
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“Rural Education: Many districts serve smaller student
populations. This creates challenges around staffing,
transportation, and funding, but it also often results in
smaller class sizes and close community involvement.”

“Funding: School finance is a recurring political issue
because heavy reliance on property taxes can create
disparities between districts and affects property owners
across the state.”

“Challenges: Teacher recruitment and retention,
especially rural. Declining enrollment in some smaller
communities. Growing diversity and support for English
learners. School funding and property tax concerns.
Student mental health and attendance challenges.”

“Strengths: Strong community support for schools.
High graduation rates. Career and technical ed
programs. Dual-credit partnerships.
Consistently solid academic outcomes
relative to state size and demographics.”

“TELL ME ABOUT SCHOOL FUNDING AND
PROPERTY TAX CONCERNS IN NEBRASKA"

“Among the most persistent policy issues because the
state relies more heavily on local property taxes to fund
K-12 schools than many other states. As a result ...
debates about education funding are often
really debates about property tax relief.”
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